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April 2011 Event Calendar
Meeting / Event	 APR	 Time	 Venue
City Council Meeting	 4  	 7:00 PM	 1
Joint Planning Commission Development Code TST   	 5	 6:30 PM	 1	
Coffee with a Councilor	 6	 7:30 AM	 2
Development Code TST	 6	 4:00 PM	 1
Committee for Citizen Involvement	 6	 6:30 PM	 1	
Council Work Session	 7	 6:30 PM	 1
Good Morning Damascus	 8	 7:30 AM	 3
Planning Commission	 12	 6:30 PM	 1
City Council Work Session	 14	 6:30 PM	 1
City Council Meeting	 18  	 7:00 PM	 1
Development Code TST	 20	 4:00 PM	 1
Committee for Citizen Involvement	 20	 6:30 PM	 1	
Royer Road Stakeholder’s Advisory Group	 25	 6:30 PM	 1
Planning Commission Meeting	 26	 6:30 PM	 1		
City Council Work Session	 28	 6:30 PM	 1

	
Damascus City Hall
19920 SE Hwy 212.........................................................................................................Venue 1

Hawaiian Beanz Coffee Co.
19880 SE Highway 212...................................................................................................Venue 2

Key Bank
19830 SE Highway 212...................................................................................................Venue 3

By Dan O’Dell
Interim City Manager/Finance Director

City of Damascus is partnering again this year 
with the city’s two solid waste haulers, Hood-

view Disposal and Recycling and Waste Manage-
ment, to sponsor a “free” community cleanup pro-
gram. The city is coordinating the event and the 
haulers will pick-up the debris. Your free clean-up 
day will be on your regular garbage collection day 
during the week of May 2-6, 2011.

The purpose of the program is to encourage indi-
vidual, residential property clean-up, reduce illegal 
dumping and improve city livability.   

THE PROGRAM :  Customers should prepare their 
regular household garbage and recycling as nor-
mal. They will then have the opportunity to place 
additional bulky items alongside their garbage 
cans to be hauled away at no additional cost.
  
Bulky items include: bicycles, barbeques (no pro-
pane tanks), lawn mowers (no fluids), appliances, 
scrap metal, tires (10 maximum), furniture, mat-
tresses, carpet, plumbing fixtures, and windows. 
Some of these items will be recycled. 

How much can you set out for pickup?  As a 

guideline, customers can set out the volume of 
five garbage cans. We ask that you be reasonable in 
consideration of these guidelines.  Unreasonable 
amounts will not be picked up.

Items that will not be picked up include: paint, 
hazardous materials, yard debris, extra kitchen 
garbage, liquids, animal waste, propane tanks, car 
batteries, drums of liquid, dirt, sod, stumps, rock, 

concrete, industrial waste, or commercial waste.  
Other items may not be appropriate and may be 
refused.  

Call your hauler if you have questions about spe-
cific items or amounts:

•	 Hoodview Disposal and Recycling  
503-668-8300

•	 Waste Management 503-249-8078

City Coordinates Third “Free” Cleanup Week

Hoodview Disposal and Recycling hauls a pile of bulky items left for pick-up during Damascus Clean up Week 2009. 

By Dan O’Dell
Interim City Manager/Finance Director

Mark your calendar and plan to participate in the 
following environmental improvement events:

Free Computer and Television Disposal/Battery 
Disposal (please no auto batteries) Confidential 
Document Shredding/Eye Glasses Donations  
The City of Damascus along with Damascus Com-
munity Church staff and students are hosting a special 
disposal event on May 7, 2011.  From 10:00 AM until 
3:00 PM citizens will be able to drop off computers and 
televisions to Damascus Community Church’s parking 
lot located at 14251 SE Rust Way, just off Highway 212. 
Church staff and the city will coordinate proper dis-
posal of these items, most of which will be recycled. A 
shredder will be on hand to properly dispose of your 
confidential documents (up to 2 boxes). By doing your 
part, you are saving the environment and building a 
more livable, sustainable community.

Damascus Centennial Park Clean-up, 
Repairs and Stream Restoration 
On May 7th starting at 9AM members from 
the City Council, City Committees, City 
Staff, Damascus/Boring Kiwanis and Da-
mascus Civic Club will continue work on 
the stream in the park, pick-up garbage in 
the park, repair play ground equipment and 
fill all of the ankle twisting holes in the field.   
Interested in helping? Contact Dan O’Dell 
at 503-658-8545 or dodell@ci.damascus.
or.us to sign-up.

Adopt A Road Program We are coordinat-
ing roadside pickup of trash, also on May 7th.  
City staff has been working with Clackamas 
County’s and Oregon Department of Trans-
portation’s Adopt A Road programs with the 
goal of having all County and State roads 
within the city adopted.  Groups commit-
ting to the program will be assigned a road 
to perform pickup of garbage and will be asked to con-

duct the clean-up twice a year. It is suggested that you 
have 5-10 individuals in your group whether it be fam-
ily, a business, a church or an organization.  Signs will 
be posted recognizing your group.  Contact Kim Do-
drill at 503-658-8545 or kdodrill@ci.damscus.or.us for 
more information or if you are willing to adopt a road. 

City Environmental Projects: Together We Can Make A Difference

Damascus Christian School’s Key Club students assist in  
recycling efforts.

Farewell To Commissioner 
Patty Mcmillan

At the end of March, 
Damascus Planning 

Commissioner, Patty McMillan 
stepped down from her 
position on the city’s first 
Planning Commission. She 
completed her term of one 
year and decided to step down 
to pursue other interests and 
spend time with her family. 
The city gives a sincere thanks 
to Patty for her tremendous effort in getting up to 
speed on state, regional and local planning issues, legal 
requirements, technical issues and citizen involvement. 
Throughout her tenure, Patty researched and evaluated 
six years of planning information and documents. 
She contributed foresight, well-informed discussion 
and recommendations to the Planning Commission. 
Patty will continue to participate in community events 
with her family and we wish her the best in her future 
activities. 

Patty McMillan



April, 2011 	 ci.damascus.or.us	 3

Connect with your city
The city offers many ways to know what is going on in your community, get answers to your questions and voice your 
opinion. 

Offices: Located in the Bi-Mart shopping complex at 19920 SE Highway 212, city offices are open from 8:00 AM 
-5:00 PM weekdays. The city contracts with Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office, Damascus deputies maintain a 
presence at city hall. The city maintains an information center on city, county and regional projects, activities and 
services. The city also has a Public Works Annex located on Damascus Lane.  

Departments/Staffing: The city staff has expertise in Community Development, Planning and Geographic 
Information Services (GIS), Public Works, Public Involvement, Municipal Court, Code Compliance, Financial and 
Administrative services and Emergency Management. 

Website: Visit the website at www.ci.damascus.or.us for up to date information on meeting agendas and reports, 
events, maps, frequently asked questions and answers, historical documents, city newsletters and links to important 
community and safety information. Through the homepage you may sign-up to receive automated email notifications 
of council and committee meetings, e-news, and job postings.  You may also click on the “Let Us Know” icon to send 
a request for information or an opinion. 

City Council Meetings: The Damascus City Council meets at 7:00 PM the first and third Monday of each month 
at City Hall. Planning Commission meetings are the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 6:30 PM and Committee for Citizen 
Involvement meetings are the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 6:30 PM. All meetings are open to the 
public and time is set aside for public comment. City Council and Planning Commission meetings are recorded and 
broadcast on Willamette Falls Television (Comcast channel 23; Clear Creek channel 18; Verizon channel 25). The 
Playback schedule is: 

Thursday	 Sunday 
Council Meetings 10:00 am and 7:30 pm	 Council Meetings 8:30 am and 5:00 pm 
Planning Commission 12:00 pm and 9:00 pm	 Planning Commission 10:00 am and 7:00 pm  

Damascus City News: The city’s news is distributed as a stand alone newspaper to Damascus residences, businesses 
and post office boxes on a monthly basis.  Back issues are available at City Hall and on the city website.  If you do not 
live in the city but would like to receive the city news, contact Tammie Milkes at 503-658-8545. 

City News is produced and paid for by the City of Damascus.  News articles written by citizens, committee members and 
councilors do not necessarily reflect the views of the city, but are welcomed opinions of the individual author. 

Police Statistics
February 2011
During February, 69 reports were taken.  
8.7% were written by the graveyard shift 
units, 62.3% by the dayshift units and 29.0% 
were written by the swing shift units.

Type of report	 Feb. 	 Feb.	 2010
	 2011	 2010	 Average

Accident	 10	 10	 7.0

Theft	 5	 7	 6.9

Criminal Mischief	 2	 0	 2.5

Burglary	 2	 2	 3.8

Stolen Vehicle	 2	 2	 1.5

Identity Theft	 2	 0	 1.5

Assault	 0	 0	 1.1

Drug Crimes	 1	 1	 1.8

Miscellaneous	 45	 45	 47.8

Report Totals	 69	 67	 73.9

Shift Totals	 Feb.		  Feb.		  2010
	 2011		  2010		  Average

Graveyard:	 6	 8.7%	 1	 1.5%	 4.0	 5.4%

Day Shift	 43	 62.3%	 40	 59.7%	 42.3	 57.2%

Swing Shift	 20	 29.0%	 26	 38.8%	 27.7	 37.4%

Community 
Connections
If your organization is holding a special event 
or fund raiser that will benefit the community 
please send the information to Tammie Milkes: 
tmilkes@ci.damascus.or.us. The city reserves 
the right to include only that information which 
is deemed appropriate to benefit the community 
as a whole and will be included on a space-
available basis.   

Day in Damascus
What: Need Sponsors for Activity Booths 
at Community Festival / Kids’ Day / Family 
Event  
Benefits: Proceeds go toward Damascus 
Centennial Park Improvements
Contact:  Andy McClellan (503) 658-3179 
or Cathy Wagner 503-658-3125
When: Day in Damascus will be July 30, 
2011 from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

The Land Conservation and Development 
Commission (LCDC)  is scheduled to review 

Damascus’ Comprehensive Plan at its regular meeting 
in Salem on April 21 and 22, 2011. The process for 
acknowledging a new city’s comprehensive plan is 
outlined in  OAR 660-003; Procedure for review and 
approval of compliance acknowledgement request.
 
Following the April 2011 hearing, LCDC will decide 
whether Damascus’ Comprehensive Plan complies 
with, partially complies with, or does not comply 
with Oregon’s statewide planning goals. If the city’s 
plan partially complies with or does not comply with 
the statewide goals, the city will have opportunity 

to submit a revised plan or additional information 
for further consideration by the commission. 
  
For more information, please contact DLCD’s Metro 
Regional Representative Jennifer Donnelly at jennifer.
donnelly@state.or.us or (971) 673-0963. 

If an additional commission hearing(s) should be 
necessary, the department will notify parties who 
participate in the April 21-22, 2011 hearing and who 
had provided written comments to the department by 
March 7, 2011. Parties will have a minimum of 20 days to 
submit additional written comments to the department 
prior to the subsequent commission hearing.

State Will Review City’s Comprehensive Plan

By Erika Palmer
Senior Planner

In the February newsletter, I 
wrote about what a compre-

hensive plan is. Last month, 
I answered your questions 
about when the Damascus 
Comprehensive Plan be-
comes final. This month I 
have written about the rela-
tionship between zoning and the city’s develop-
ment code. 

Q: What is the relationship between zoning 
and the City’s development code?

A: The city’s Zoning Map and Development 
Code are not complete at this time.  Zoning 

is the tool for implementing the Comprehensive 
Plan. Zoning guides what can be built now 
versus the Comprehensive Plan which guides 

the long term (20+ years) growth. Zoning 
districts or “zones” are established on a map 
to promote efficient and compatible land uses 
around the city that are consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map. The 
city’s zoning districts will be designated on 
the city’s Zoning Map and all of the city’s 
zoning regulations will be found in the city’s 
Development Code. 

The Development Code contains standards, 
provisions and requirements for each zoning 
district intended to protect the health, safety 
and welfare of the citizens of Damascus by 
ensuring that neighbors and adjacent properties 
are protected from potential negative impacts in 
the development and use of land. 

The Development Code provides a means 
of ensuring predictability and consistency 
in the use of land and to guide and direct 
the development of land to achieve a balance 
between the desires of the individual property 
owner and the citizens of Damascus. 

The Development Code will set the provisions 
for building heights, building setbacks, 
landscaping requirements, allowable uses, etc.  

Q: When will the City begin to process land 
use applications?

A: Clackamas County will continue to 
administer all land use applications 

and building permits for Damascus until 
the Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Map, and 
Development Code is adopted by the City 
Council and until these documents have full 
acknowledgement from the State’s Land 
Conservation and Development Commission 
and are found to be in compliance with Metro’s 
Urban Growth Functional Plan.  When this is 
completed the city will consider its options of 
taking over administration of these services.

All uses and activities that legally exist prior 
to the date of adoption of the Comprehensive 
Plan, Zoning Map, and Development Code may 
continue until such time when a property owner 
chooses to redevelop or change the land use to 
that which is consistent with the city plans.    

If you have additional questions about the 
Comprehensive Plan or the elements within, 
please send them to Erika Palmer epalmer@
ci.damascus.or.us.  Visit the city website or City 
Hall to see the Damascus Comprehensive Plan 
and maps. 

Citizens Want To Know: Comprehensive Plan Q&A
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prepared an estimate of 906 million dollars for the basic 
city infrastructure, (roads, drinking water, waste water, 
storm water and parks). This is a budget based on the 
size of Damascus.

A detailed budget for each of the basic city 
infrastructure elements will be developed over the next 
two years. First a master plan for what is required will 
be developed. Then a list of projects and a cost estimate 
for each project will be created. This is similar to the 
cost estimate a builder would prepare for a new house. 
To finish the cost estimate, just as when building a house 
we will need to make some decisions about what features 
we want. There will be a series of meetings over the next 
couple of years to develop the standards for our public 
infrastructure, especially parks and roads.

A big question is: “Who should pay for this 
construction?” In my opinion, growth should pay for 
growth. The exception is if your septic system fails and 
you need to connect to the sewers, you should also pay 
for your share of the sewers. The same would be true for 
drinking water. Everyone will need to pay for their share.

If growth pays for growth, how much will it cost? The 

current estimates for the city are 21,000 new homes 
and 24,000 new jobs in Damascus over the next 50 
to 100 years. An educated guess is that buildings 
constructed for new jobs will pay for about 1/3 of the 
new infrastructure. Dividing the number of new homes 
into 2/3 of the 906 million budget estimate gives a cost 
of $29,000 per new home. These costs are very similar 
to those in the developing areas near Damascus, in 
Gresham.

We will not know the actual number until the 
infrastructure master plans are done. This process 
will require a couple of years and will result in ballot 
measures being presented to the voters to approve the 
charges. This would be similar to signing the contract 
with the builder for your new home.

Please watch for opportunities to serve on committees 
or to give your input into deciding what we need to 
build. Help us pick out the carpet and cabinets for our 
new home.

Building A City - How Much Will It Cost And Who Should Pay For It?

Did You Know?
Tips On Accessing 
Website Information 
By Tammie Milkes
Public Involvement Coordinator 

Last month, I started this new column 
to help familiarize you with the 

city website:   www.ci.damascus.
or.us and I wrote about accessing 
information from the Homepage; 
the page that shows up when you 
first access the city website. This is 
a page with updated information 
on current relevant events which 
often has highlighted links that will take you to more 
information when you click on them. When you access 
the Homepage, you will need to scroll down using the 
arrows on the right-hand side of the page to see all of 
the information posted there.  

This month I will focus on the Calendar which is 
accessible by clicking the right-hand side of your 
mouse over the Calendar icon on the left-hand side of 
the Homepage. You may access the Calendar by clicking 
the left-side of your mouse on the italicized link. This 
will take you into a new page with the current month’s 
city calendar. You may select past months or upcoming 
months by clicking on the previous or next links at the 
top of the calendar. From the Calendar you may click on 
an item to access the date, time, location and additional 
information about a particular meeting or event such as 
the agenda. 

In addition, if you scroll down on the right-hand side 
of the homepage you will see a listing of the next two 
weeks of meetings and events. You may click on the link 
of the meeting you are interested in and you will be 
provided with information on that particular meeting 
or event. 

Tune in next month as more tips are revealed.  In the 
meantime, I invite you to explore.  You can always click 
the Home icon on the left-hand side of the page to get 
back to where you started. If you can’t see it scroll up 
or down with the arrow on the right-hand side of your 
screen.

By Tammie Milkes
Public Involvement Coordinator

Attention community leaders, schools, churches, 
organizations and business leaders: Your assistance 

is needed in terms of sponsorship and publicity for our 
local student contest, “If I Were Mayor, I Would…”  
With your help we plan to award 1st – 3rd place to local 
contestants in each of the three categories. 

The local contest is now officially open and will run 
through May 26, 2011. All contest entries are due on 
May 26th no later than 5:00 PM. We plan to hold 
our local presentation of projects, judging and awards 
ceremony on Saturday June 4th from 10:00-11:30 AM.  

The statewide competition is organized and sponsored 
annually by the Oregon Mayors’ Association (OMA).  
The Oregon Mayors’ Association encourages each 
mayor to promote a local contest by the same name of 
the statewide contest for the purpose of selecting one 
winner in each category to be entered in the OMA 
statewide contest.    

The Categories are: 
•	 Elementary school (grades 4 – 6), poster contest

•	 Middle school essay contest

•	 High school or college: video or PowerPoint 
contest

To qualify for our local contest, students must either live 

in or attend school in Damascus during the 2010-2011 
school year. Home schooled students are also encouraged 
to participate.  Our top winner’s project in each category 
will be forwarded to be judged among other statewide 
winners.  Statewide winners will be notified along with 
their mayors in mid-July.  The overall statewide winners 
in each category and their parents will be invited to 
the Oregon Mayors’ Association Annual Conference 
luncheon at the Inn at Cross Keys Station in Madras, 
Oregon on Saturday, August 6, 2011, to be recognized 
and receive their grand prize: a lap top computer!

Contact: Tammie Milkes at Damascus City Hall 503-
658-8545 for contest information sheets, fliers and 
entry forms. They are also available on the city website 
www.ci.damascus.or.us.  

Student Contest: If I Were Mayor

Lyndsay Riehl presents her entry into the poster cat-
egory  during the 2010 Award Ceremony at Damascus 

City Hall.

By Steve Gaschler
Public Works Director

Damascus has 
endured very 

active winter weather. 
Heavy rain, snow, and 
ice interrupted by a 
few sun breaks. These 
conditions combined 
with heavy traffic are 
stressful to roadway 
surfaces. When moisture 
penetrates the road 
surface and is followed 
by a freeze-thaw cycle, 
it causes cracking and 
destruction in the road 

surface which can create a pot hole. Clackamas County 
has a limited amount of crews that focus on repairing 
pot holes. They operate on a road rotation plan to 
efficiently cover the 1,435 miles of roadway along 
with 165 bridges that are located within the county 

boundaries. Because of the rotation schedule, there 
may be a delay before a pot hole is repaired, once it has 
been reported. Please use the following resources to 
report pot holes:

ODOT – Hwy 212 and Hwy 224    
•	 24 hr # for both hazardous and non 

hazardous conditions: 503-283-5859

County Roads
•	 Non hazardous Pot Hole Hotline: 503-650-

3262

•	 Hazardous sink holes or other road conditions 
that impede traffic

	During business hours 7:00 AM – 5:30 
PM Monday – Friday: 503-557-6371

	All other hours, including holidays: 503-
655-8911

City Roads 
•	  City Hall: 503-658-8545

Pot Holes … ‘Tis the Season
Would Your Property 
Make A Great Park?
The City of Damascus is looking for property 

owners who are interested in donating or selling 
their property to become part of Damascus’ future 
parks and open space system.  Why donate?  Land 
donations to the city are eligible for tax deductions 
plus you can leave a legacy for your family or yourself.

As part of a year-long process of developing a Parks 
and Open Space Master Plan, the city is seeking lands 
that would be good candidates for future parks and 
open space. Properties that would be strong candidates 
include lands that have natural features (i.e. streams, 
wetlands, and wildlife habitat), scenic views, good 
community accessibility, and/or lands that would 
contribute to a connected system of parks, trails, 
and natural areas in the surrounding area. If you are 
interested, please stop by City Hall and pick up an 
interest form or you can download it from the city 
website at www.ci.damascus.or.us.

By Councilor Randy Shannon

Building a city can be compared 
with building a new home. When 

building a home you start with a 
budget based on a location and 
approximate size. When the citizens 
voted to incorporate Damascus, 
this determined the size and 
location for our new city. In 2007, 
Anne Fifield of Johnson Gardner 

Council and Mayor’s articles are written from the perspective 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the entire council.

Public Works Director, 
Steve Gaschler filling a pot 

hole.


